=l
Giil

Connecting to a Visual FoxPro database in
pbconnect

Bea Haazen - Sept. 2006

Microsoft Visual FoxPro is an OLE DB compliant object-oriented relational database management system.
Retrieving data from a Visual FoxPro database in pbconnect is quite straight-forward.

Prerequisite:

To retrieve data from a Visual FoxPro database you will setup an OLE DB type data source connection in
pbconnect, using the Microsoft OLE DB provider for Visual FoxPro. If the pbconnect server, and client for that
matter, is installed on a machine other than the one that hosts the Visual Fox Pro database, you may need to
install the appropriate driver on BOTH pbconnect server and all pbconnect client machines that will be used to
connect to the Visual FoxPro database.

Obviously, you will also need to make sure that both pbconnect server and client machines have the necessary
rights to access the FoxPro database and the server on which the database resides — contact your IT
management on this issue when in doubt.

If the Microsoft OLE DB provider for Visual FoxPro is not available in the list of providers in the Data Link
Properties window, make sure you install the driver prior to attempting to connect to the FoxPro database.

The driver — vfpoledb.exe — can be downloaded and installed from:

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx? Familyld=E1A87D8F-2D58-491F-AQFA-
95A3289C5FD4&displaylang=en

After installing the driver, the provider should be available from the Data Link Properties window, which opens
during setup of an OLE DB type data source in pbconnect.

Step 1: setup the data source in pbconnect

B pata Link Properties g|

Connectionl Advanced] All l

Selectthe data you want to connect to:

OLE DE Provider(s)

MediaCatalogDB OLE DB Provider
MediaCatalogMergedDB OLE DB Provider
MediaCatalogWWebDB OLE DB Provider
Microsoft Jet4.0 OLE DB Provider

>

Microsoft OLE DB Provider For Data Mining Services - Se|ecting an OLE DB type data source connection
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for DTS Packages . . . . .
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Indexing Service In pbconnect, the Data Link Propertles window will
Microsoft OLE DB Provider for Internet Publishing open after Clicking the 'magic button'.

Microsoft OLE DB Provider for ODBC Drivers

Microsoft OLE DB Provider for OLAP Services 8.0 . .
Micrasoft OLE DE Provider for Oracle - In the Provider tab, select the Microsoft OLE DB

Mlcrosoﬂ OLE DB F‘rowderfor Outlook Search Provider for Visual FoxPro.

- Click Next>> to move on to the Connection tab.

MSDataShape B
OLE DB Provider for Microsoft Directory Services 3
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OK Cancel | Help |
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Provider Connection IAdvancedl All |

Specify the following to connect to Foxpro data:

1. Select or enter a database name:

1- QectsourceﬁIes\TESTS\FO)d:'ro\norlhwmd\,northwmd dbc || |?

2. Selectcollating sequence:

2_ @achine LD

Microsoft Data Link

\ i ) Test connection succeeded.

)

3 Test Connection

5 ( oK :‘ Cancel | Help

B Data Link Properties

Providerl Connectionl Advanced Al |

These are the initialization properties for this type of data. To edita
valus, select a property, then choose Edit Value below

MName | Value
Cache Authentication False
Collating Sequence MACHINE
Data Source Cr\pbconnect source files\TESTSI|
DS
Encrypt Password False
Extended Properties
Locale Identifier 1033
Mask Password False
Mode ReadWrite
Password
Persist Security Info

&
EditValue... |

QK | Cancel Help

In the Connection tab, consequently:

1.

Browse to the location of the Visual FoxPro
database through the “..." button. The exact
location should be provided by your database
administrator. Make sure you enter the UNC path
to the database and that both pbconnect server
and client have full access rights to this shared
location.

The Select collating sequence by default is on
‘Machine’. Again, see you database administrator
for any other settings.

Test your Connection.

A Test connection succeeded window will appear
when your setup is correct. Click OK to close the
window.

Click OK to leave the Data Link Properties
window.

Should you be required to enter credentials to
access the Visual FoxPro database, you can enter
them under the All tab.

Select Password from the list and click Edit
Value... to enter your password.

Select UserID from the list and click Edit Value...
to enter your user ID.
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After exiting the Data Link Properties window, you will see the complete data source connection string in the
pbconnect data source window.

FoxPro database connection COLEDB -

Provider=\VFPOLEDB 1:.Data Source=C:\pbconnect source

Provider=\VFPOLEDEB.1;Data Source=C:\pbconnect source
files\TESTS\FoxPro\northwind\northwind.dbc;Mode=ReadWnte:Password="",Callating Sequence=MACHINE

Step 2: setup the Retrieve Job

When you have installed a data source connection that links to a Visual FoxPro database, you can link
the Retrieve Job by using either the ADO Object type or the ADO Query type.

Using the ADO Object type you will be able to select a table from the FoxPro database from the
Object drop down list and continue the setup to retrieve data from that table. See the pbconnect user
guide — ‘Retrieving from an OLE DB Database source’.

FoxPro ADO object
FoxPro database connection hd ADO Object hd

Orders

EmployeeTerritories
OrderDetails

Orders

The dropdown list gives access to all
the tables in the FoxPro database.

| customerid | employeeid orderdate | requireddat | shippeddate |shipvia | freight | shipne ~
VINET 5 04.07.1996 01.08.19%6 16.07.1936 3 32,38 e
TOMSP 6 05.07.1996 16.08.13%6 10.07.1936 1 11,61

4 08.07.1996 05.08.1996 12.07.1936 2 65.83
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Using the ADO Query type you will be able to select data from one or more tables in the FoxPro
database using SQL statements.

FoxPro ADO query

FoxPro database connection - ADO Query -

Select orderdate, shippeddats, Select orderdate, shippaddate, -~
shippeddate-orderdate AS Throughput FROM hippeddate-orderdate AS Throughput FROM

PP
invoices INNER JOIN customers ON invaices INNER JOIN customers ON
invoices.customernd=customers.customerid invoices.customernid=customers.customend

|shippeddate
21.01.1938
21.10.1957
21.10.1957
13.10.1997

IMPORTANT NOTE:

As it is the case with most databases from different vendors, Visual FoxPro uses its own SQL language
which differs in many aspects from the SQL language for Microsoft Jet 4.0 OLE DB provider.

You may need to consult your database administrator to compose the correct SQL statement needed
to retrieve the desired data.

If necessary you can find more information on:

http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/dd5f4hyy.aspx
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