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What’s new in
Actuate Performancesoft Connect version 4.4

Antwerp, April 7th 2008

New product branding

To integrate visually with Actuate Performancesoft Views 7.3, the product has been renamed
‘Actuate Performancesoft Connect’ and now has the same color and logo branding as the
Views 7.3 application.

Metadata Functionality

Connect 4.4 has a greatly enhanced optional metadata functionality, one that allows for
manual and/or scheduled bidirectional synchronization between metadata sources, the
Connect metadata console and one or more Views databases. The new metadata
functionality offers a user friendly management of views, measures and locations and their
properties. The metadata interfaces are now accessible through a separate band in the
navigator.

r* Actuate Performancesoft Connect
File Window Help

Navigator a
= ' Meta Data
=l %8 Meta Data Sources
=88 Demo Metadata

EIEk

@ ACTUATE M E @ Feon

[ Meta Data Cansole: Demo-

DOverall Performance:
E= Total Company

= O P Biling Accuiacy
OO # Invaice Enors
OP & Invoices

= O Shipment Accuacy
1P # Shipping Errors
O P # Shipments

Dashboard
Period consolidation

lanere blanks in period consolidation
Loation cansalidation

lgnore blanks in location consolidation
Consolidation 1ange

Order of calculation

 Demo Losations -
P Demo Measures = O Views ~ Property | Value
™ Demo Other Measues O P Compary Perfomance Name Advertising
= B Meta Deta Retiieve Jobs OP Secuiy SowcelD 11
™ Domo Lacation: =001 Measures Souce Name  Advertising )
g = 1P Incidents Description Local advertising spendings
| oo Baspes i Cafegoies finance;marketing
™ Diemno Dther Messures =0 Dve:j\l F‘erfovmin;e We s e
= 88 Output Databases = O P Advertising & Promation Cifical Mo
B fecess[] DI P Other Matketing Polarity  High is bad
BB 5 output [] O P Tiade Spending Storage Perid  Month
= Em Dutput Dl P~ Advertising Connect Periad Type 1M
“E R Inciterts = OO P Customes Servios Unit Type €000

Fomula/Data Dashboard (Monthly)
Sum

Ho

Sum

Yes

This Year to Date

Measure, Location, Period

© Promaco Consulting, 2008

= QP Financial Perspective Default owner
O P Castflow Use an \ndexlmfap‘pwlg
- OP Fuft Info links
1P Cost of goods B
O Ovehead
P Sales
=P Retun on Aszets
OO Total Assets
P Met Profit
= OF Locations
= P Total Company
O P Canada
= OP EMER
O P Belgium
O P France
| D1 Gy
1P The Metherlands ]

Data Retrieval

Dot Qi |

orfigurstion |
[SERVERT\C:\Pragram Files\Connect\DB DemcAPMC_DB=" | Ready

Ok Cancel

locakost | 11576 | spsadmin

For customers that also acquired the ‘Multiple Output Database’ option, management of
multiple Views databases is now enabled for both data and metadata handling. The setup of
both the data and metadata primary database options is available in the configuration band,
under ‘Configure Output Databases’, as shown below. Notice that for each output database,
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the system now allows to schedule metadata synchronization separately, independent from
the automatic data processing scheduler.
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The creation of a simple metadata source and related metadata retrieve job extracts the
available metadata information from any source platform, as long as it is in an OLEDB,
ODBC, OLAP, HTTP, XML or FILE compliant format. Any metadata source needs to be
structured with either a parent ID or a flat structure method, in order for the system to
interpret the hierarchical relations between the objects. The setup of a simple metadata
procedure, as shown below, then allows for choosing the appropriate method, map
columns to object properties and preview the resulting object tree an object properties.
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Contrary to version 4.3, the "tweaking’ of object properties is no longer done in the
metadata procedure. The metadata console, shown below, provides an overview of all
objects resulting from all metadata procedures connected to the selected database,

manually created objects and objects imported from the connected Views database.

-0 Views Property | Walue
O Compary Performance Mame Return on Assets
OF Security Source (D 2
- Measures Source Name  Return on Assets
-] Incidents Description This d trates how effectively w. .
-0 Overal Pedomarnce EalcooicStinance
.. . Measure Type  Formula
--OF advertising & Promotion Ciical No
O P Other Marksting Folarity  High is good
O P Trade Spending Storage Period  Month
O P Advertising Connect Period Type 1M
=P Customer Service Unit Type  Percentage
+-[] P Biling Accuracy Default Formula - “Met Profit” % "Total Assets™
Allow direct data entry for
i & E Fr Sh\p:‘n:nt ACC:."aCy Dashboard Formula/Data Dashboard [Monthly)
O ihancial Ferspective Period consolidation Sum
O P Cashflow Ignore blanks in period consolidation Mo
=P Froit Location congolidation Sum
O P Cost of goods lgnaore blanks in location consolidation  Yes
] r Overhead Conzolidation range  This Year to Date
P Sales Oider of caloulation  Measure, Location, Period
; Default owner
Usze an index mapping
E F LU‘taLAﬁE‘S Info links
et Profi Link
- Locations Frozen MNo
- Total Company
O Canada
-0 P EMEA
O P Eelgium
O P France
O P Gemany
O P The Metherands
O P Urited States
+-[F Others

Ok | Cancel |

Changes to objects and their properties can now be done by selecting one or multiple
objects in the console preview tree, tweaking the desired changes and executing the
synchronization process, either scheduled or by invoking it manually. The system will then
synchronize information from metadata sources, manual object creations or changes in the
console and any changes or additions that might have been done in the Views database.

Due to it's new functionality, Connect 4.4 also offers batch processing of changes in
multiple objects. Changing for instance the consolidation range or polarity for a large
number of measures is now a task that can be done on the fly!

This new version also reads supporting objects from the Views database, such as available
dashboards, period ranges, index mappings, and so on, in order to have those items
available for setting the properties of views, measures and locations by simply selecting them
in drop down lists.

Having all measures and locations and their properties available in the console, Connect 4.4
now allows for the creation and updating of multiple views and their properties in a matter
of seconds, automatically synchronizing any new or changed objects in the connected Views
database(s).
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Next to the synchronization of views, measures and locations with the connected Views
database, the system also takes care of creating any comparatives, locations and measure
jobs, including their comparative/location elements in the data collection section of the
system. This means that after executing the metadata setup, simply connecting any new
measure jobs and their elements to the appropriate data procedures, retrieve jobs and data
sources will allow you to load any historical, current and future data in a matter of minutes.

The basic import of Measure jobs, Locations and Comparatives from manually created Views
XML files is still available through the Measure Jobs list, Location list and Comparative list
windows in the Data Retrieval an Configuration bands of the application. Due to the overlap
of this functionality with the full metadata capability, the basic import of Views objects in
Connect is now available in the standard version of Actuate Performancesoft Connect.

Help files and product manual have been updated with the new functionalities.
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